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WHAT ACTIVITIES ARE 
PERMITTED OR PROHIBITED 
IN THESE RESERVES?

Generally speaking, most recreation activities, such as hunting, 
fishing, trapping, travel and vacationing are permitted. 
Infrastructure already present in the area is maintained in 
biodiversity and aquatic reserves. However, industrial activity 
such as forestry, mining, oil and natural gas exploration and 
extraction, as well as hydro power and all commercial and 
industrial energy operations are prohibited.

The following table summarizes activities that are, generally 
speaking, permitted or prohibited under the Natural Heritage 
Conservation Act, CQLR c C-61.01 and individual reserve 
conservation plans.

JBNQA Agreement lands
Pursuant to Section 24 of the James Bay and Northern 
Quebec Agreement (JBNQA) and the Act Respecting the 
Land Regime in the James Bay and New Québec Territories, 
CQLR c R-13.1, beneficiaries of the JBNQA may exercise 
their usage rights inside the boundaries of aquatic and 
biodiversity reserves.

Table 1  
Principal activities that are generally permitted  
or prohibited in biodiversity and aquatic reserves*

Activity
Activity 

Permitted/
prohibited

Industrial forestry development V Prohibited

Mining, natural gas and oil exploration 
and extraction

V Prohibited

Hydro power operations V Prohibited

All commercial and/or industrial energy 
production

V Prohibited

Hunting R Permitted

Fishing R Permitted

Trapping R Permitted

Motor vehicle access and circulation  
(off-road, snowmobiles, motorboats, etc.)

R Permitted

New infrastructure construction  
(buildings, roads, trails, etc.)

V Prohibited**

Allocation of new land rights for personal 
purposes (recreational, temporary 
shelters, etc.)

V Prohibited 

Traditional aboriginal activities for 
alimentary, ritual or social purposes 

R Permitted

Non-mechanized harvesting of non-wood 
forest products (berries, mushrooms, etc.)

R Permitted

Firewood gathering (temporary shelters 
or trapping camps)

R Permitted

Firewood gathering  
(other users of the territory)

V Prohibited**

Research and education R Permitted

ZEC, outfitter and wildlife reserve  
day-to-day activities

R Permitted

Seeding and stocking V Prohibited**

Hiking and recreation (walking, bicycling, 
snowshoeing, cross-country skiing, etc.)

R Permitted

* Under no circumstances may any part of this list take precedence 
over the legal texts (Natural Heritage Conservation Act and 
conservation plans of particular reserves). 

** Unless authorized by the Minister of Sustainable Development, 
Environment and the Fight Against Climate Change. 

Activities governed by other laws  

Various activities that are likely to take place within the 
boundaries of a biodiversity or aquatic reserve, and some of 
which require a permit, authorization or payment of fees, are 
governed by other legislative and/or regulatory provisions. 
Other activities may also be prohibited or restricted under 
different laws and/or regulations that apply within the reserve. 
Before undertaking an activity or performing a procedure 
that requires an authorization on an aquatic or biodiversity 
reserve, you should contact the appropriate regional office of 
the MDDELCC.

To see the list of Québec reserves and examine their 
conservation plans, visit the MDDELCC website:

Biodiversity reserves

www.mddelcc.gouv.qc.ca/biodiversite/reserves-bio/

Aquatic reserves

www.mddelcc.gouv.qc.ca/biodiversite/aquatique/
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WHAT ARE THEY FOR?

Created by the Government of Québec, biodiversity and 
aquatic reserves protect natural environments and their 
biodiversity (fauna and flora). Chosen to complement the 
representativeness of the protected areas network, each 
reserve protects a sample of Québec’s biological diversity 
and of its various natural environments.

When creating a protected area, the Ministère du 
Développement durable, de l’Environnement et de la Lutte 
contre les changements climatiques (MDDELCC) is attentive 
to the needs of regional stakeholders and attempts as much 
as possible, to meet the aspirations of those who live in the 
region.

Difference between a biodiversity reserve 
and an aquatic reserve

Biodiversity reserve

 Protects terrestrial 
ecosystems

Aquatic reserve

 Protects aquatic and 
riparian ecosystems 

Note: Generally speaking, terrestrial and aquatic environments 
are found in both types of reserves.

WHAT NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENTS  
ARE PROTECTED?
Samples of every type of ecosystem and every element of the 
natural environment, even those that are common, deserve 
to be protected and to be part of Québec’s protected areas 
network. Biodiversity and aquatic reserves are therefore not 
necessarily devoted to protecting rare elements or exceptional 
ecosystems, although protected area status can be used for 
that purpose as well. 

POSSIBLE VARIANTS 
DEPENDING ON TERRITORY
Modifications to the list of activities permitted in a biodiversity 
or aquatic reserve may be made to the activity framework in 
order to take account of the particular ecological and/or social 
characteristics of each of the territories. For example, special 
zoning may be applied to part of a reserve in order to limit 
activities in sectors that are particularly fragile. Conversely, 
certain development activities may be planned in areas that 
offer recreational tourism potential.
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